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Club Liaisons? Why?
St. Louis County ARES recently created the position of Local Amateur Radio Club Liaison. The position is defined as follows:
“The Local Amateur Radio Club Liaison will be appointed by the Emergency Coordinator. In this position, you must continually to strive to establish and maintain a close working relationship with the local amateur radio club to which you are assigned. With this appointment, you will attend the monthly meeting of your assigned club and report to that club’s president and or his/her designee all of the upcoming ARES programs, exercises and activities and relay back to St. Louis County ARES EC what that club is doing. Announce to the general membership of the club that the St. Louis County ARES organization is open to all licensed amateur radio operators. Bring to the club meetings handouts, flyers and any information that the EC has relayed or given to you to be released to the general amateur radio public.”
The position is the brainchild of Dr. Craig Klimczak, K4LSU. He brought up the idea at several ARES Planning Committee meetings, and eventually won the support of the other committee members.

It’s not immediately obvious why such a position is needed. After all, members, and even presidents of various local ham radio clubs are already part of the ARES group. Why are club liaisons necessary? 
To paraphrase Craig’s arguments, most ARES members are members of one or more local clubs. Some will try to attend the monthly meetings of every group to which they belong, but most won’t. They will choose instead to attend only one meeting a month, and more often than not that will be a club meeting rather than an ARES meeting. That being the case, Craig said, “We should take ARES to them.” The point was well taken, and the Committee agreed. 
St. Louis County ARES is aware that alone, it cannot possibly serve the needs of the entire area should there be a major communications failure. Craig noted that while emergency communications is of little interest to many hams, the vast majority of them would volunteer their services should a major disaster occur. He said that a lot of clubs have equipment and knowledge that would be invaluable should a communications crisis arise. 
On the ARES side there is an understanding of the role of volunteers in disasters, relationships with professional emergency response agencies, and an awareness of the preparations that amateur radio operators need to make before disaster strikes. 
The club liaisons will make the clubs and ARES aware of each other’s strengths. Come the Great Disaster, we will all be better prepared to work with one another and help the community at large.

 These are the first ARES Local Amateur Radio Club Liaisons:
Rob Robinson, KC0VPL: Ancient Modulators Amateur Radio Club
Jon Schaumann, W0KZ: Jefferson County Amateur Radio Club
Max Slover, K0AZV: Northwest Amateur Radio and Electronics Association

Bill Wallace, KC0TGY: Boeing Amateur Radio Society
The next ARES meetings will take place on Monday, September 12th and Monday, October 12th at Barnes-Jewish West County Hospital. (See the ARES Web site, www.stlares.org, for directions and a map.) Everyone is welcome to attend. There will also be a simplex zone exercise on Wednesday, September 16th (you can do this one from home) and a Field Station Demonstration and Simulated Emergency Test on Saturday, October 10th.  Details can be found on the ARES Web site.
