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Don Moore, km0r, Missouri Section Emergency Coordinator for ARES has asked me to coordinate Missouri's participation in this month's CUSEC Earthquake Communication Exercise for the Mid-USA.  This exercise includes only the 8 Primary CUSEC states.  Please encourage those in your areas of influence to participate.

If you are affiliated with ARES, please sign up to the MO-ARES Yahoo! group to make it easier to receive further information:  http://groups.yahoo.com/subscribe/MO-ARES/.  This document and others will be posted there in their original format.

The general idea is to hold 
local nets ===>

           reporting to district nets ===>

                  district nets reporting to the Section Net ===>
                                              Missouri's CUSEC Liaison then reports to Barbara Abrams, ke4buu,  in Memphis or her designee
In addition to single check-ins from each Missouri District, the Missouri Section net (a special edition of MESN - Missouri Emergency Services Net) will also accept check-ins from statewide Served Agencies and other emergency communications organizations such as SEMA, Red Cross, SATERN, MoDOT, MHP, etc.

This same format could be used for any large-scale catastrophe:  earthquake, flooding, tornado outbreak, terrorist attack, electric grid outage, ice storm, etc.   Unlike the drill in March or last Fall, only the one Primary Station in Missouri will be our liaison and report our results to the CUSEC liaison in Memphis.

How likely is an earthquake in Missouri?  
1)  Take a look at this map of recent tremors near the Missouri Bootheel:  <http://folkworm.ceri.memphis.edu/recenteqs/>.  You can see that Magnitudes of 1, 2, and 3 are common occurrences in this area.

2)  Here is another link comparing the areas affected by major earthquakes in the San Francisco and New Madrid areas:  <http://www.cusec.org/S_zones/NMSZ/Areas.htm>.   A major earthquake on the New Madrid fault has covered far, far more area than a major earthquake in San Francisco.

3)  Read this description to see what the New Madrid fault is capable of:  <http://www.cusec.org/S_zones/NMSZ/nmsz_home.htm>.

Scenario for the Missouri Portion of the Exercise
7.0 Magnitude Earthquake has struck SE Missouri.  Bridges, communications (TV, cable, telephone, Internet, cellphones), and utilities (electricity, water, gas) have been heavily damaged.  The effects of a 7.0 Richter Scale earthquake defined as: "Major earthquake. Can cause serious damage over larger areas."  Some damage has been sustained as far away as St. Louis, Memphis, and Paducah.  Ham Radio operators are of great help during the first few days after the earthquake since they are able to assist their Served Agencies with communications for the recovery efforts.  Of course, other organizations have been planning for such an occurrence.  The Missouri National Guard, SEMA, MoDOT, Missouri Highway Patrol also have extraordinary communications abilities.

Timeline
Assign Net Controls and Liaisons

-  Contact Served Agencies  

-  Contact News Media  

-  Check-in  

    -  Report
July 8-15  -  Decide who will be your liaison from county to district -- from district to MESN.

July 8-15  -  Contact your Served Agencies now to let them know that you are planning for this possibility by holding a drill.  Ask them to check-in to your local net or provide them with an operator to check-in for them.  This is an excellent opportunity to keep in touch, or to make first contact with agencies that you would deal with during an actual emergency.

July 8-15  -  Contact your local newspapers and television news to let them know that you are planning to assist your community during a disaster like this one.  See Resources at the bottom of this message for a link to Public Relations information.

Sunday, July 25, 12:30 CDT - Local nets are called on frequencies normally used for their local nets: call for EC or other ARES leadership, then Served Agencies,  then all interested stations.   Check-ins from Served Agencies such as Emergency Management, Red Cross, SATERN, MoDOT, MHP, police, fire, rescue, hospitals, are encouraged.  The Net Control or their designee will report to their District's net.  Keep track of 1) callsign, 2) location, and 3)  affiliation for each check-in, then report: A) your total check-ins and B) what served agencies checked in to your District Net Control.

Sunday, July 25, 13:00 CDT - District nets are called by ARES Districts: DEC, then roll call of counties in the district.   The county net liaisons will report their A) total check-ins and B)  what served agencies checked in.  Keep track of callsign, county, and affiliation for each check-in, then report: 1) total check-ins for the district, 2) total counties represented,  and 3)  total of each type of served agencies checked in to MESN.

Sunday, July 25, 13:30 CDT - Special edition of MESN (3.963 or 7.263) is called requesting check-ins only from: Missouri SEC; other Missouri Section Leadership; Neighboring States; and one liaison in each district; and liaisons from any Missouri Served Agency.

Sunday, July 25, 14:00 CDT - Neighboring State Liaison reports to MESN with list of states surrounding Missouri that were contacted.  Some states may have already contacted MESN Net Control directly.

Sunday, July 25, 14:30 CDT - MESN Net Control makes report to Missouri CUSEC liaison, Larry Anthony, wb0vam, ARES DEC for District E, or his designee who will pass the report on to Barb Abrams, ke4buu, in Memphis.
Note:  In the event of a real disaster, all stations are expected to self-activate and check-in on the same nets, frequencies, and modes as used in this exercise.  The timing would not be step, by step, but would be ongoing.  Discipline is important to accomplish the job, but remember to flexible enough to accomplish the our goal.  The goal is to get information from place to place for our Served Agencies in order to help our communities and our state.  We proved in March that too many stations on the same HF frequency will not produce an efficient net.  This is one reason for using the tiered approach of separate local, district, and section nets.

Wrap-up
Send in a report of your activities to your ARES EC, DEC or SEC as appropriate.  All participants may send suggestions for improvements and other comments to Patrick Boyle, k0jpb, cusec@dbpatrick.com.

As of July 8, seven of eight Primary CUSEC States are planning to participate: Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee.  See this CUSEC webpage for a map of the 8 CUSEC Charter States and the 10 CUSEC Associate States:  http://www.cusec.org/about/.

-- Resources
Missouri ARES Website

http://www.ares-mo.org/
Ham Radio Public Relations Tips & Tools

http://www.arrl.org/pio/
Arkansas Packet Network Map

http://www.arkansashams.org/packet/
Missouri ARES District Map

http://www.ares-mo.org/districts.asp
Signup page for MO-ARES group on Yahoo.com

http://groups.yahoo.com/subscribe/MO-ARES/
Thank you and 73,

Patrick Boyle, k0jpb

Assistant Section Manager

ARRL - Missouri Section
Wednesday, July 8, 2004
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This document may also be found on the MO-ARES Yahoo! Group in the File section.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MO-ARES/
Missouri ARES: http://www.mo-ares.org/


