I (Harry - K0QS) arrived a little before 9:00 AM and went to the firehouse at 223 Henry Avenue. Captain Layer was present, and I was told Battalion Chief Yawitz would be there in about an hour. I explained to Captain Layer that we were here as part of the ARES group for the emergency communications exercise and demonstration. There did not seem to a lot of awareness, although one of the fire fighters did say an e-mail about this had come across.

I explained to Captain Layer that our understanding was that we were to set up on the Administrative side, possibly in a meeting room if available, and Captain Layer and another firefighter explained that they did not have keys to the administrative part, although they would try to find some. I said that we could operate outdoors if we could be sheltered from the rain. Captain Layer pointed out the parking lot for that administration area and I told her that we could set up over there, under the overhang.

I went over to the area and Roy - KD0LTZ arrived at approximately 9:00 AM and we began setting up. We used an Arrow Antenna J pole on approximately 15 feet of mast and an ICOM V-8000 radio. We ran this on utility power although we did have backup battery power available.

Captain Layer and Battalion Chief Yawitz came through the Administration Building around 10:00 AM and offered to open it up to us, but we decided to say as we were, since we were already set up and sheltered from rain. We explained what we were doing to Battalion Chief Yawitz, and he and Captain Layer returned to the firehouse.

In retrospect, we would have been a lot warmer inside as we would have been sheltered from the wind and dampness.

Rob - KC0VPL arrived a while later and set up a Yaesu FT-8900 dual receive radio on battery power with a vertical ground plane on top of one of the vehicles to monitor 146.850 and 147.510 MHz.

We maintained a power level of 25 watts at 146.850 MHz, which was likely overkill, as I only use 10 or 15 watts from my South County QTH.

We had no problems transmitting and receiving routine and formal messages on 146.850 MHz with the ICOM V-8000 setup. There were also no problems sending and receiving routine traffic with the Yaesu FT-8900 and its vertical ground plane antenna on the vehicle.

Simplex was more difficult and we first assumed we were not being heard, even though we were running 75 watts on 147.501 MHz. It turned out that we were heard by some stations, but we were not hearing them. After turning the squelch down (essentially off) we were able to hear Team 1 with difficulty, but could not discern most parts of the transmissions. We were able to clearly copy one of the other teams, but did not mark down if it was Team 2 or Team 3, and as I am writing this the next day, do not remember for sure. That team’s signal on simplex provided full quieting, full intelligibility, and no audible noise.

We were essentially down in a hole, but could have run the mast up to thirty feet if we had at least five people, but also did not want to set up the station on Henry Avenue (that would have taken us out of the hole) with a tall mast due to power lines above, and needing a lot more coax than we had if we were going to be sheltered under the Administration Building. I think simplex would have been better if we had the antenna up a lot higher, and not down in a hole.

We did not have digital capability, and so shut down, after obtaining permission, a little before 1:00 PM.



